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Yarn tootin’

“The Knit has hit the fan. Music fans, that is

After a two-decade run in Manhattan, the
legendary Leonard Street rock club the Knit-
ting Factory opened this week in Williamsburg
— bringing anotherre-

life-laden North Brook-
Iyn.

Before movinginto
the Metropolitan Avenue
space that once housed
the Luna Lounge, work-

rsbuiltasaloon dubbed
the Knit Bar, which will provide space for local
bands and intimate performances.

Bigger acts will play in a rear concert hall
decked out with top-of-the-line sound equip
ment, lighting rigs, and even high-definition
video cameras.

“Our goal is to provide a great-sounding
room and a great staff.” said Shay Vishawa-
dia vice president of east coust aperatons for

Speaking volumes

Marty Markowitz invites you to go between the covers

y Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper’

ooks. Sure, you've heard of them,
but when’s the last time you actually
read one?

Inour increasingly digital world, books
are struggling to retain their cultural rel-
evancy — but for at least one day this

year,they Il be more important than Twit-
er, Facebook, and Adult Friend Finder
combined (well, maybe not Adult Friend
Finder, but you get the idea).

‘This Sunday's fourth annual Brooklyn
Book Festival will honor the second best
things printed on paper, as more than 200
literary luminaries will gatherat Borough
Hall o hawk their wares and discuss their
trade.

And it couldn’t come at a more cru-
cial moment, accordmg to Johnny Tem-
ple, publisher hic

Bk hive suth 1 hard tie keep-
ing up with more popular cultural forms
— alot of people are complaining about
how no one is reading and buying books
anymore,” said Temple, who is also chair
of the Brooklyn Literary Council

“The best way to [zt people to read
books| is to bring books to the public as
opposed to expecting the pubic to come
10 books.” he added. “We need o be pro-
active about it

And that’s just what the festival intends
todo,withappenrancs by b book-word

2 < Haitian novelist Edwidge Dan-
{icat(“The Farming of Bones”). who will
be honored with a “Best of Brooklyn”
award; as well as New England word-
smith Russell Banks (“Affliction”), hip-
ster scribe Tao Lin (“Shoplifting from
American Apparel”), and Park Slope stal-

Paul Auster (“The Brooklyn Fol-
lies™), who will all read from their latest
works.

In order to attract lovers of all kinds of
books, the printed word party will feature
specialized events for niche genres.

Fansof comics and graphic novels might
enjoy a panel on the role of their art over-
seas with Guy Delisle (“The Burma Chron-
icles”), Peter Kuper (“Diario de Oaxaca:
A Sketchbook Journal of Two Years in
Mexico”) and Sarah Glidden (“How To
Understand Israel In 60 Days Or Less”)
or a conversation titled “Hip Hop Loves
Anime,” while romance fans might enjoy
adiscussion about steamy stories featuring
Rochelle Alers (“Man of Fantasy”), Anna

DePalo (“The Billionaire in Penthouse
B") and Donna Hill (“Wicked Ways").

Meanwhile, kids writers including Judi
Barrett (“Pickles to Pittsburgh”) and Mo
Willems (“Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary
Tale”) will read, and young adult authors
including Kate DiCamillo (“The Tale of
Despereaux”; “Be-
cause of Winn-
Dixie”) and MT.
Anderson (“The
Astonishing _Life
of Octavian Noth-
ing”) will share their
works.

‘The book festival
willalso play hostto
atleast two newsworthy revelation:
nouncement of the members of a“scre
ing commitce” that willhelp Borough
President Markowitz choose a succ
for poct aureate Ken Sicaclman. and the

Sept 1310

Brooklyn Book Festival at Borough
Hall Plaza (209 Jorslemon
Courtand Adams sreets in Downtownl | The

2785 ul st of authis and avents, visit
www.brooklynbookfestival.org.

this handy cheaf sheet to highlight the re-
ally good stuff (though for a full schedule
and complete st of authors, visit www.
brooklynbookfestival org). Events are free.
but tickets must be picked up at least one
hour in advance:

In memorium
In the wake of the deaths of literary

legends John Updike and David Fos-
ter Wallace (pic-

Grossman and
David Lipsky —
author of a forth-
coming book on
Wallace —will

Borough Hall Courtroom (209 Jora-
lemon St. between Court and Adams
streets in Downtown), 10 am. Free.

Sonic Youth rocker Thurston Moore
will chat with rapper Lupe Fiasco (pic-
tured above) and poets Tracy Merris and

Matthew Zapruder about the ways that.
poetry and songwriting have transformed
language — moderated by Brooklyn lu-
minary Touré,

St. Francis College Auditorium (180
Remsen St. between Court and Clinton
streets), noon. Free.

attend all of the events at the Brook-
Iyn Book Festival, so we've compiled

Best of the fest

N ot even the fastest speed-reader can

Cook books

Good teen lit
Park Slope teen-
lit queen Libba
Bray (pictured, of
“Gomn Bovine,”
e Gemma
Doylelnlog))mll
headline a read-

Famed foodies including New York Times
scribe Jennifer 8 Lee (pictured above).
Mark Kurlansky and Liz Thorpe will
talkaboutal things edibiina discussion

mg called “High
School and  the
Paranormal” fea-
turing Carolyn

mled “American

jorth Stage i Eorough Hall Plaza
(Court Sucern Montague Street), 3 pm.
Free.

Edwidge Danticat

Haitian-born
writer Danticat
(pictured) — whose
prose will be hon-
ored witha“Best of
Brooklyavarda
the festiva
read and discuss
how history and
culture have in-
fluenced her short
stories, novels, and
memoir.

St. Francis College Audrtcnum (see
venue info above), 2 pm. Fr

Three’s company

Fiction phenoms
Paul Auster, Rus-
sell Banks and
Francine Prose
(pictured)  will
read from their
works in an event
aptly titled “Liter-

above), 3 pm. Free.

Cullough
(“Once a Witch”)
and Claudia Gray (“Evernight Series”).
As Bray’s new bovine book shows, high
schoolers have far more to worry about
than acne and who to take to the school

ance.
Youth Stoop n Borough Holl lazasee
venue info above), 5 pm. Free.

Happy Ending

The always entertaining Happy Ending
music and reading series makes a cameo at
the Book Festival with an all star line-up
featuring self-deprecating scribe Jonathan
Ames,comic David Cross (pictured above)
and acclaimed novelist Rakesh Satyal.

Main Stage in Borough Hall Plaza (see
venue info above), 5 pm. Free.

V4

<o 3
uesim Holtywood. Boe ond Spokane. “Hope.
fully, people will feel comfortable coming in
day in and day out,regardless of what music
we're putting on

Upcoming events including sets by the quirky
cello choir Rasputina (Sept. 13). the Brooklyn
Fashion Festival (Sept. 18 and 19),and the LA
rappers People Under the Stairs (Sept. 22).

Knitting Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at
Havemeyer Street in Willamsburg, (347) 529-
6696). — Ben Muessig

| DANCE |
Yo, Juliette!

Stunning French fim sta Iulicte Binoche
is already s
Sereen — butthis weck.she'll begineaptivating
audiences by dancing on a Brooklyn stage.

The actress, beloved by audiences thanks to
filmslike “Chocolat” and “The English Patient.”
will performin“In-L"a
dance piece that she co
directed, at the Brook-
Iyn Academy of Music
from Sept. 15 to Sept.

26.

Though the O\c.«p

winning a n't

irained dancen she'l
!

Verisnne Rosensteh!

Akram Khan. who plays her lover n a tmul-
tuous affair (of course, it's dance)

BAM’s Rose Cinema will also showcase her
work in her other medium, the movies. Over the
next two weeks, moviegoers can catch screen-
ings of more than dozen Binoche films, ncluding

“Damage” on Sept. 19, “Flight of the Red R‘ﬂr
loon” on Sept. 20, and “Cache” on Sept. 26

“In-1” at the Brooklyn Academy of Music's
Harvey Theater[651 Fulton St at Rockwell Place
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100), Sept. 15, 17-19,
22-26; 730 pm, Sept. 16; 7 pm, Sept 20; 3 pm.
Tickets $25-$70. — Ben Muessig

(music]
MacSymphony

Computers aren't usually partof aclassical
music concert. But on Sept. 18 at the Brook-
Iyn Lyceum, the highbrow show is all about
the electronics.

liard-trained group of
composers,uses laptops
and loops of digital mu-
sic to create class
picces in real time.
“This s the perfect
venue forthem,
ceum booker Deb Klein. “We like ex;
and they are definitely experimental
Unlikem . which come

selection of a winner in St. Francis Col-
lege’s $50,000 writing contest honoring
fourth time scribes, one of whom might
be Cobble Hill auteur Arthur Phillips,

s books con-
tinue to cede their
popularity to newer
‘media formslike the
Internet version of
Brooklyn Pa-
Markowitz’s
Book Festival will
attemptto merge lt-
erary culture and
pop culture with a discussion featuring
rapper Lupe Fiasco and Sonic Youth rocker
Thurston Moore.

Writers will even discuss the techno-
logical advances that are bringing about

t. between

pm. For scheduls | per.

biggest revolution tothe ook world since
Gutenberg invented the printing pre
a lecture ied “Literature in a Digital

L — like Markowitz,
say that the book will always beat the
computer screen.

“Nothing to me will ever replace the
book, the smell of a book, the feel of a
book, the excitement of turning pages of
abook,” proclaimed Markowitz, who told
‘The Brooklyn Paper he was in the midst
of reading “The Third Reich at War” by
Richard J. Evans.

“Idon’t think a computer, a Kindle, or
aSony reader will ever replace the excite-
ment of having a book in one’s hand,” he

sai
But publishers, including Temple, ac-

knowledge thatthe printed word is in quite:
apredicament — though that isn't neces-
sarily a bad thing

“Its silly to lament the changes in cul-
ture and the way people will consume
their culture,” he said. “Culture is con-
stantly evolving, and that's a good thing
Forthose like myself, who run businesses
based on printed books, there are some
major challenges, but these are challenges
that we have to embrace.”

Nomatter what happens fo books s o
medium, the stories that fill them won't
g0 away, added Tunplc

“People are not going to stop telling
stories — and people are not going to
stop buying stories.” he sai

Of course, on Sunday, they're all
free.

toaperformance space with their music
‘group makes up the music on the spot.
lere’s how it works: A composer stands before
theeensemble with the master computer. The mas-
ter machine is connected to computers in front
of each musician. Each laptop displays the music

that the composer wants the mu o play.
Sothe “master” is no mere conductor — he

is actually composing the piece on the spot.
mposer’s most important job.
said Jakub Ciupinski, one of the cre-
ators of Blind Ear, is telling the musician
how quickly or slowly to play the music.
“Ithink people will feel the timing of the piece
inatimchdespersenseboca
feedback the composer gets.” sai
Blind Ear. Brooklyn Lyceum (227 Fourth
Ave. at Union Street in Park Slope, (718) 857-
4816] Sept. 18,8 pm. Tickets, $10 (adhance);
$12 (door). Shannon Geis




